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When Montezuma's empire fell to Spanish conquistadors in the sixteenth century, the great

pre-Columbian civilizations of Mexico came to an end. This book looks at events of the Spanish

conquest to understand why the Aztecs lost and what changes their defeat brought to Mexico.
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Grade 6-10-When Cort?s and his small band of Spanish soldiers arrived in Mexico in 1519, the

Aztec empire was a great power with a seemingly endless supply of warriors. Despite overwhelming

odds, four years later, Cort?s ruled. Barghusen's clearly written text explores the weaknesses of this

empire and the Spanish conquistadors' advantages in order to explain this unlikely outcome of

events. The author relates tales of shifting Aztec allegiances; pockets of resistance and internal

strife; and of an invading army that was technologically advanced, more disciplined, and in

possession of horses. Using both secondary and primary sources, Barghusen presents convincing

arguments. Chapter notes, annotated suggestions for further reading, and a bibliography provide

students with other sources of information. Black-and-white reproductions appear throughout.Lana

Miles, Duchesne Academy, Houston, TX Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

"Balanced and eloquent. Subtitles in boldface and short highlighted sections on special topics result

in an attractive format."  -- School Library Journal (December 2000) (School Library Journal

20001201)"This is a worthwhile addition."  -- School Library Journal (July 2002) (School Library



Journal 20020701)"The author relates tales of shifting...allegiances, pockets of resistance and

internal strife; and of an invading army that was technologically advanced, more disciplined...Using

both secondary and primary sources, Barchusen presents convincing arguments. Chapter notes,

annotated suggestions for further reading, and a bibliography provide students with other sources of

information. Black-and-white reproductions appear throughout."  -- School Library Journal

(December 2000) (School Library Journal 20001201)
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